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Oyo Empire Day Explained 

70 Questions and Answers You Need to Know 

A comprehensive guide to the foundations, historical context, cultural inclusion, 
development vision, governance and continuity of Oyo Empire Day. 
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Section I: Foundations & Objectives 
1. What exactly is Oyo Empire Day Celebration, and what problem or historical gap is 

itintended to address? 

Oyo Empire Day is an annual commemoration of the historical, institutional, and cultural legacy of the 

Oyo 

Empire and its continuing influence across Yoruba land. It addresses the historical fragmentation of 

the Yoruba-speaking people caused by the nineteenth-century collapse of the central authority at 

Oyo-Ile and its continued influence in Oyo-Atiba. It looks to reconnect communities across the former 

imperial territories, correct historical distortions, and translate this shared heritage into platforms for 

scholarship, heritage preservation, tourism, and socio-economic integration. 

2. Why use “Oyo Empire” rather than simply “Oyo Day”? 

The term "Oyo Empire" reflects a political, cultural, and institutional civilisation that encompassed vast 

territories; including Egbado, Ijebu, Egba, Ibolo, Epo, and portions of Dahomey far beyond the 

boundaries of the present-day municipality of Oyo-Atiba. Using "Oyo Day" would misrepresent the 

event as a local civic festival, while "Oyo Empire Day" acknowledges a historical heritage shared by 

diverse Yoruba communities. 

3. Is this about the historical Oyo Empire, contemporary Oyo people, or both? 

It encompasses both. The initiative grounds itself in the historical architecture, statecraft, and cultural 

legacy of Oyo while engaging contemporary Yoruba populations. It uses historical lessons to address 

modern challenges in education, governance, regional integration, and community development. 

4. What does the Oyo Empire mean to an Oyo person today? 

It is an irreplaceable historical inheritance. A legacy of institutional governance, sophisticated 

constitutional balances (such as the relationship between the Alaafin and the Oyomesi), military 

valour, and high artistic expression. It provides modern Yoruba people with an enduring anchor of 

identity, resilience, and civic pride. It is about reviving and preserving an established ancestral tradition. 

The celebration has historical roots in Ọ dún Beere, when people from across the Oyo Empire gathered 

in Oyo to celebrate their shared heritage, affirm the unity of the Oyo Commonwealth, 

5. Why celebrate Yoruba heritage and the Oyo legacy now? 

Cultural transmission is vulnerable to erosion across generations. Celebrating this heritage now is 

essential for systematically documenting oral histories, preserving endangered historical sites, re-

engaging the global African diaspora, and converting cultural memory into modern economic and 

intellectual capital. 

6. What does the theme mean? 

“Celebrating Our Heritage, Preserving Our Legacy, Building Our Future” translates into concrete 

initiatives: historical research, archival documentation, restoration of historical landmarks, 

preservation of traditional arts and crafts, and the establishment of frameworks for regional trade, 

tourism, and educational advancement. 
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7. What are the principal aims? 

• To advance rigorous historical scholarship on the Yoruba people and Oyo statecraft. 

• To foster unity among historically interconnected Yoruba communities. 

• To preserve tangible and intangible cultural heritage assets. 

• To stimulate cultural tourism and economic development. 

• To create a institutional platform for diaspora homecoming and educational exchange. 

8. Who is the celebration designed for? 

It is designed for all descendants of the historical Oyo Empire and the broader Yoruba family, across 

Nigeria, West-Africa, and the global diaspora. It is equally open to historians, Africanists, tourists, and 

members of the international public interested in West African history and culture. 

9. How will it bring dispersed Yoruba people together? 

Through structured collaboration involving traditional councils, civic associations, academic 

institutions, diaspora organizations, and digital heritage platforms, culminating in a central annual 

homecoming gather and academic symposium. 

10. What should attendees expect? 

Attendees can expect scholarly symposia, traditional state pageantry, historical reenactments, 

displays of ancestral arts and royal regalia, performances of classic Yoruba music and oral poetry 

(such as Rara and Ewi), culinary exhibitions, guided tours of historical sites, and civic networking 

forums. 

11. What makes it different from an ordinary cultural festival? 

Unlike purely celebratory festivals, Oyo Empire Day functions as a comprehensive heritage platform. It 

integrates academic research, historic preservation, infrastructure advocacy, and economic policy 

planning alongside cultural displays. Oyo is reviving a long-standing imperial tradition rather than 

creating a new one, continuing a legacy that predates similar heritage celebrations among other 

Yoruba sub-groups. 

12. What role does the Alaafin play? 

As the traditional ruler descended from Oduduwa and Oranyan (Oranmiyan), the Alaafin serves as the 

supreme royal custodian and chief convener. His office provides the historical continuity, cultural 

legitimacy, and diplomatic oversight necessary to anchor the celebration across Yoruba land. 

13. How does the programme combine different sectors? 

It aligns academia (historical verification and lectures), traditional institutions (cultural rites and 

leadership), private enterprise (sponsorship, trade fairs, and tourism), and government agencies 

(infrastructure, security, and arts promotion) into a unified execution strategy. 

Section II: Clarifications and Historical Context 
14. Is it suggesting Oyo people are superior to other Yoruba groups? 
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No. Historical rigour rejects notions of tribal or sub-ethnic chauvinism. The celebration honours Oyo’s 

specific historical contributions to statecraft, military organization, and language expansion without 

diminishing the distinct, vital historical contributions of Ife, Ijesa, Ekiti, Ondo, Ijebu, or Egba lineages. 

15. Is it an attempt to revive Oyo as a political empire? 

No. The Oyo Empire ceased to exist as an imperial political structure against the later amalgamation 

of the Northern and Sourthern Protectorates of Nigeria in 1914. The initiative is strictly cultural, historical, 

educational, and developmental, running fully within the legal framework of modern sovereign 

republics. 

16. Is it a political rally? 

No. Oyo Empire Day is strictly non-partisan and independent of political parties. It provides a shared 

cultural space accessible to all descendants of Yoruba heritage regardless of partisan affiliation. 

17. Is it competing with other Yoruba festivals? 

No. It complements major regional celebrations such as the Olojo Festival at Ile-Ife, the Ojude Oba in 

Ijebu-Ode, Osun-Osogbo, Ibadan Ajorosun Day, Obanta Day, Owu Day or Lisabi Day. It provides a 

complementary forum dedicated specifically to the historical documentation and legacy of the Oyo 

central authority in Yoruba civilisation. 

18. Is it simply an Oyo Atiba celebration? 

No. Modern Oyo, founded by Alaafin Atiba in the 1830s, is the post-collapse consolidation phase of Oyo 

history. Oyo Empire Day embraces both the much older historical spectrum, in Oyo-Ile, the Oyo-Igboho 

period and Oyo Atiba period 

19. Is Sango the central focus? 

No. While Sango, the fourth Alaafin of Oyo, later { as the Orisa of thunder and justice, occupies a central 

place in Oyo religious and historical traditions, he represents only one facet of a comprehensive history 

spanning political institutions, legal systems, diplomacy, military strategy, and economics. 

20. Is it trying to impose a version of Yoruba history? 

No. It promotes open historical inquiry. The celebration encourages dialogue between royal bards 

(Arokin), professional historians, archaeologists, and anthropologists, recognizing that critical 

historiography strengthens cultural understanding. 

21. Is Oyo claiming ownership of every Yoruba cultural tradition? 

No. While Oyo historical influence broadens across West Africa, Yoruba culture is a composite tapestry. 

The celebration honors shared traditions while respecting the unique local origins and variations 

belonging to distinct Yoruba kingdoms. 

22. Is it exclusively for people living in Oyo city?  
No. It is intended for all descendants of 
Yoruba heritage scattered across Nigeria, neighboring West African nations (such as Benin, 
Togo, Ghana and beyond), and the global African diaspora in the Americas and Europe. 
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23. Is it nostalgia or future-oriented? 

It is explicitly future-oriented. Historical inquiry is used not for passive romanticism, but as an 

intellectual foundation to build modern institutions, foster economic self-reliance, and empower 

younger generations. 

Section III: Historical Continuity 
24. What does the “fall” of the Oyo Empire mean? 

Historiographically, the "fall" refers to the decline of Oyo-Ile as an imperial capital in the early 19th 

century due to internal political friction, the rebellion of Afonja at Ilorin, and Fulani expansion which was 

stopped at Osogbo and pushed back. It marks the evolution of an imperial state mechanism, not the 

destruction of the Yoruba people, their language, or their cultural identity. 

25. Are modern Oyo and Yoruba people inheritors of that civilisation? 

Yes. Modern Yoruba populations inherit the political structures, linguistic registers, legal concepts 

(Iwofa systems, land ownership principles), artistic styles, and chieftaincy institutions that were 

standardized during the imperial era. 

26. How did the legacy survive? 

The legacy survived through the migration and re-establishment of populations in successor towns 

(such as Oyo Atiba, Ibadan, Ijaye, Ede, and Modakeke, and beyond into Akoko land, Ookun land, etc), 

the preservation of oral literature by the Arokin (royal bards), the continuity of religious guilds, and 

traditional governance structures. 

27. What is still relevant today 

The constitutional principles of checked executive authority (Alaafin and Oyomesi), urban 

administration, commercial enterprise, diplomatic protocol, artistic crafts (weaving, carving, 

leatherwork), and the Yoruba language itself remain vital, among others. 

28. How will you distinguish history from oral tradition? 

Oral traditions recorded by reputable historians, alongside accounts of the Arokin, are cross-

referenced with written European and Arabic records, archival manuscripts, and modern 

archaeological findings from Oyo-Ile and surrounding regions. 

29. What role will scholars and traditional authorities play? 

Traditional authorities, as living archives, provide primary cultural data, oral genealogies, and ritual 

contexts. Academic scholars apply historical method, peer-reviewed analysis, and physical evidence 

to contextualize and document this data. 

30. Must celebrating an empire mean Romanticing? 

No. Sound historical analysis avoids hagiography. A mature engagement with Oyo history 

acknowledges both its remarkable achievements in statecraft and trade, as well as its historical 

conflicts, civil wars, and social inequalities. 
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Section IV: Geography and Oyo Connections 
31. Why should people outside Oyo State care? 

Because historical Oyo is an imperial power whose geographical and political sphere reached across 

modern Kwara, Ogun, Osun, Ondo, Lagos, and Ekiti states, as well as parts of the Republics of Benin, 

Togo and beyond. Millions of citizens outside modern Oyo State descend directly from this historical 

matrix. 

32. What is the basis for finding Yoruba/Oyo ancestry outside present-day Oyo State? 

Ancestry is proven through documented 19th-century population movements, lineage titles (Oriki Ori-

Ile), dialectical affinities, shared military histories, traditional chieftaincy affiliations derived from Oyo-

Ile and recorded oral histories. 

33. How will different communities be accommodated? 

By providing decentralised exhibition spaces, regional presentation panels, and local history stages, 

allowing each participating kingdom or community to present its unique history and connection within 

the broader Yoruba story. 

34. Could it become a global homecoming? 

Yes. Given the deep historical presence of Yoruba cultural heritage across the Americas (notably in 

Brazil, Cuba, Trinidad and Tobago, and the United States) resulting from the Transatlantic slave trade, 

the event serves as an international homecoming for the African diaspora. 

35. How will you prevent it from becoming Oyo-Atiba centred? 

On 25 August 2026, Alaafin Oyo inaugurated an inclusive maiden governing Central Working 

Committee with representatives from various Yoruba sub-groups, highlighting peripheral and 

successor settlement histories to pioneer the 2026 event. 

Section V: Religion and Cultural Inclusion 
36. How will different faiths be accommodated? 

Yoruba culture historically runs on civic and ancestral principles distinct from individual religious 

conviction. Muslim, Christian, and Orisa-practicing Yoruba people share the same ancestral heritage, 

language, and civic history. The celebration is fully secular and civic, welcoming participants of all 

religious persuasions. 

37. Why include traditions such as Egungun and Gelede? 

Because institutions like Egungun (ancestral masquerades) and Gelede represent major historical art 

forms, social commentaries, and ancestral lineage systems preserved within Yoruba communities. 

They are evaluated as significant cultural, artistic, and historical assets. 

38. How does this show inclusiveness? 
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By honoring diverse regional art forms, whether Epo-district traditions, northern Yoruba Eku 

masquerades, or southern coastal performance styles, and giving equal platforms to every lineage 

within the heritage spectrum. 

39. What role will women, young people and the diaspora play? 

Historically powerful women palace figures like the Iya Kere and Iya Naso) lead merchant, cultural, and 

administrative committees. Youth engage in academic competitions, technology-driven 

documentation, and performance arts, alongside the Oyo Empire Youth Festival where notable leading 

Yoruba musical icons will perform. The diaspora contributes intellectual, diplomatic, and financial 

capital. 

40. How do you prevent culture from becoming mere entertainment? 

By anchoring every performance, exhibition, or pageant in documented historical commentary, 

complemented by scholarly symposia, educational workshops, published proceedings, and heritage 

preservation manifestos. 

Section VI: Development and Tourism 
41. What tangible benefit goes beyond three days? 

Enduring benefits include published historical monographs, established research scholarships, 

restored physical landmarks, ongoing heritage conservation projects of sacred sites, launching the 

Museum of Yoruba Civilisation and Culture inside the ancient Oyo Palace of Alaafin, creating newly 

established trade networks between regional businesses and diaspora investors. 

42. Can it stimulate tourism and economic development? 

Yes. Structured cultural tourism generates sustained demand for hospitality, aviation, local transit, food 

production, artisan crafts, publishing, and media production, creating a seasonal economic boost and 

long-term infrastructure investment. 

43. What is the vision for the Museum and Hall of Fame? 

To construct an ultramodern research museum and repository designed to house historical artifacts, 

manuscripts, oral audio-visual recordings, and biographical archives of Yoruba figures, serving both 

researchers and international tourists. 

44. How can it help preserve historical sites? 

By mapping, documenting, and advocating for protected status for vulnerable locations, such as the 

ruins of Oyo-Ile, historic battlefields, defensive walls (Giri), and royal burial grounds (Bara), drawing 

public funding and international conservation support. 

45. What opportunities can it create for local businesses? 

Local businesses in hospitality, transport, catering, textile production (Aso-Oke), traditional craftwork, 

photography, and event management gain direct access to elevated consumer spending and 

international patronage. 
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46. How can Oyo become a cultural-tourism destination? 

By setting up a predictable annual heritage calendar, building quality hospitality and transport 

infrastructure, certifying professional tour guides, preserving historical sites, and deploying modern 

digital marketing to reach global markets. 

47. What should Oyo Empire Day look like in 10 or 20 years? 

It should evolve into a globally recognized institutional gathering featuring an established research 

institute, multi-million-dollar local economic impact, permanent museum facilities, and active 

participation from sovereign nations with Yoruba diaspora populations. 

Section VII: Funding and Governance 
48. How is the celebration being funded?  

Funding is now structured through private partnerships, philanthropic grants, institutional 
corporate sponsorships, heritage trust funds, cultural foundation support, and civic donations. 

49. Why seek substantial sponsorship? 

To execute an event of international scope requiring robust security, medical coverage, scholarly 

publishing, site maintenance, international media coverage, and professional hospitality 

arrangements without burdening public treasuries. 

50. How will funds be managed transparently?  

Through an independent Central Working Committee (CWC) across Yorubaland, working under 
strict auditing standards, professional accounting oversight, regular financial disclosures, and 
clear governance protocols. 

51. How will sponsors be acknowledged? 

Sponsors receive structured recognition through promotional material, academic publication 

sponsorships, branded event spaces, digital broadcasting credits, and civic heritage awards based on 

their tier of support, by naming important sites after them. 

52. How will commercial interests be prevented from taking over?  

An Academic and Cultural Advisory Board keeps strict editorial veto over all historical content, 
ritual displays, and scholarly symposia, ensuring that commercial partnerships stay auxiliary to 
authentic historical presentation. 

53. What is the role of the CWC? 

The Central Working Committee executes operational strategy, oversees sub-committees (such as 

History & Research, Media, Protocol, Logistics, Finance, and Diaspora Affairs), manages risk, and 

ensures cross-institutional alignment. 
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Section VIII: The Difficult Questions 
54. Is another cultural celebration necessary 

Yes. Most existing events are local community festivals or religious commemorations. There is a distinct 

need for a comprehensive platform dedicated specifically to the historical, constitutional, and 

academic legacy of the imperial era and its unified impact on Yoruba history. 

55. What is the biggest misconception? 

The primary misconception is that the event is a political attempt by present-day Oyo to assert 

dominance over other Yoruba municipalities. It is a shared educational and cultural platform 

celebrating a historical civilisation belonging to all Yoruba descendants. 

56. What historical claim deserves the greatest scrutiny? 

Claims on absolute geographic boundaries, and exact tributary relationships require ongoing critical 

examination using comparative oral traditions, archaeology, and European archival records. 

57. What happens when scholars disagree with traditional accounts? 

Disagreements are actively brought to scholarly symposia. Historiography advances precisely when 

traditional oral narratives (Arokin) and empirical academic methodologies rigorously debate differing 

interpretations 

58. How do you prevent pride becoming exclusionary? 

By grounding the initiative in historical education rather than ethnocentrism. Expressing pride in Yoruba 

institutional achievements is paired with respect for all neighbouring West African cultures and ethnic 

groups. 

59. What would constitute failure? 

Failure would be converting the project into an ephemeral, high-entertainment festival that leaves 

behind no published historical research, no restored heritage sites, no economic benefits, and no 

institutional continuity. 

60. What measurable evidence would show success? 

Success is measured by peer-reviewed historical publications, verifiable increases in tourism revenue, 

physical preservation of historic sites, active participation of diaspora delegations, and long-term 

heritage infrastructure built. 

Section IX: Vision and Continuity 
61. What future is Oyo Empire Day trying to build? 

A future where Yoruba people are historically literate, culturally grounded, economically 

interconnected, and equipped to use their heritage as a driver for regional stability, educational 

brilliance, and global cultural influence. 

62. If the Empire disappeared politically, how is its legacy still alive? 
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Political structures collapse, but civilisations endure. The imperial system dissolved, but its language, 

town-planning concepts, social ethics (Omoluabi), judicial principles, artistic forms, and ancestral 

lineages persist across West Africa and the diaspora, visibly pointing to Oyo. 

63. What should a young Yoruba person take away? 

That they are heirs to an extraordinary historical legacy of statecraft, diplomacy, law, and urbanization, 

and that this inheritance demands intellectual rigor, civic responsibility, and modern innovation. 

64. What about people who see this as glorifying the past?  

Understanding the past is not glorification; it is historical analysis. Nations and cultures examine 
their history, both its triumphs and mistakes, to get the institutional wisdom needed to solve 
modern problems. 

65. Explain Oyo Empire Day to international media in one sentence.  

Oyo Empire Day is an international historical homecoming and developmental summit that 
honors the institutional, artistic, and cultural legacy of the historic Oyo Empire to foster 
scholarship, heritage preservation, and economic progress across the Yoruba world. 

66. Is it a festival, homecoming, historical project, cultural movement, or tourism 
initiative? 

It is an integrated heritage platform that combines elements of all five, using historical research and 

cultural homecoming as the driving force for modern regional development. The Oyo Empire 

Celebration venue, “Durbar Stadium” is a reminder of its history. This location is associated with the 

same annual durbar activities following the decline of Oyo-Ile in Oyo-Atiba under Alaafin Atiba 

Atobatele, Alaafin Olujide Adelu Agunloye, Alaafin Adeyemi I Alowolodu, Alaafin Lawani Amubieya 

Agogoja, Alaafin Siyanbola 

Onikepe Oladigbolu I, Alaafin Adeniran Adeyemi II, Alaafin Bello Gbadegesin Oladigbolu II, Alaafin 

Lamidi Olayiwola Adeyemi III, and now Alaafin Abimbola Akeem Owoade I. During these celebrations, 

people from across the Oyo world gathered to display their horsemanship and cavalry skills and to 

display the richness of Oyo’s sociocultural heritage. 

67. When the Empire disappeared politically, did Oyo disappear? 

No. While the imperial capital at Oyo-Ile was abandoned, the central political authority reconstituted 

itself at the present Oyo-Atiba under Alaafin Atiba, while its military commanders and fleeing 

populations set-up fortified major cities like Ibadan, Ijaye, Ogbomoso, Ede and beyond. Oyo identity 

evolved into a modern Yoruba national identity. 

68. What do communities like Ilaro, Ede, Saki, Iseyin, Igboho, Modakeke, Ibadan, 
Ogbomoso, Jebba, Shao etc. stand to gain by taking part in Oyo Empire Day? 

These cities have direct, vital historical links to the Oyo matrix, whether as ancient royal capitals 

(Igboho), strategic frontier garrisons, and provinces (Ede, Saki, Iseyin, Ilaro, Arigidi-Akoko, Ijumu, Ẹ gbẹ , 

Saare and Esie, Oro), northern boundary points (Jebba, Shao), or major 19th-century successor cities 

and settlements (Ibadan, Ogbomoso, Modakeke). Participating allows them to: 
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• Document and highlight their specific, distinct historical roles within the broader Yoruba story. 

• Attract academic attention, site documentation, and heritage restoration to their local landmarks. 

• Drive local tourism and commercial investment to their respective municipalities. 

• Reaffirm historical alliances and foster socio-economic collaboration among neighbouring sub-

groups. 

69. Is Oyo Empire Day about bringing these cities under Oyo or taking away their individual 
identities? 

No. Historical rigour respects local sovereignty and identity. Ilaro stays distinct in its Egbado history; Ede 

keeps its proud identity as a historic military stronghold; Ibadan keeps its legacy as a republican 

power. Oyo Empire Day does not impose administrative uniformity; rather, it provides an overarching 

historical platform where each community asserts its own identity and highlights its specific 

contribution to Yoruba civilization. 

70. What do you hope will remain after the 2026 celebration is over? 

As an annual event, an enduring institutional network of researchers, cultural custodians, civic leaders, 

and diaspora partners. Long after the public gatherings conclude, the goal is to leave behind published 

scholarly works, protected historical sites, functioning educational grants, permanent museum 

collections, and ongoing regional economic projects that elevate all Yoruba-speaking communities. 

Then come 2027, 2028, 2029, …. 2050 event, and so on. 


